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NCAS Elections—Are You Interested?
NCAS elections are coming up. Eight board

positions are up for a two-year term. Ours is an all
volunteer organization, so we always need people to do
some of our regular tasks (such as lining up speakers,
doing this newsletter, organizing our events, etc.)

Anyone interested in running please contact us via
e-mail, snail mail, or phone (see information in address
box below).

Truth and Fiction in The Da Vinci Code
Smithsonian Resident Associates program—All day
Seminar, Saturday, April 16, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Dan Brown’s best-selling novel, The Da Vinci
Code, has inspired some fascinating debate. This fast-
paced mystery is unusual in that the author states up
front that the historical information in the book is
factually accurate. But is that really so?

Noted historian Bart D. Ehrman, an authority on the
early Church and the life of Jesus, conducts a riveting
seminar that examines historical documents that are
key to the plot of the book.

He seeks to separate fact from fiction in Brown’s
“historical backdrop” and the claims made about
Jesus, Mary Magdalene, the early Gospels, and the
emperor Constantine. For example, did the ancient
church engage in a cover-up to portray Jesus as a
divine figure? Did the emperor Constantine select just
four Gospels to be included in the New Testament

from a group of 80 accounts of the life of Jesus that
had been written? Was Jesus married to Mary
Magdalene, and if so, did the Church suppress the
secret of their union?

Dr. Ehrman reveals how scholars of early Chris-
tianity establish “proof” from myriad conflicting
sources surrounding the historical Jesus, Mary, the
Gospels, and the early Church. He separates historical
reality from flights of fantasy in The Da Vinci Code,
and shows how Dan Brown created his novel.

Bart D. Ehrman is chair of the religious studies
department at the University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill. His book, Truth and Fiction in The Da Vinci Code
(Oxford University Press), is available for signing.

Participants provide their own lunch at midday.

Tickets: General Admission $125, RAP Members $85,
Senior Members $76
Location: S. Dillon Ripley Center, Lecture Hall; 1100
Jefferson Drive, S.W., Washington, D.C. http://
residentassociates.org/otoapr/da_vinci_code.asp

April Anti-fools Event—A Real Deal
All the information is on the other side of this page,

but don’t forget, NCAS members get both events for
only $20, and you can get as many tickets as you like.
(And non-members can also get both events for $20
using the coupon found at http://www.ncas.org/
april30/ )
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